The American Legion Riders
Department of California
[image: ][image: ]

For God and Country

DEC Agenda
December 15, 2022



1. Call to Order – Director Mike Smith @ 7pm

2. Invocation – George Smith

3. Pause for POW/MIA – Director Mike Smith

4. Pledge of Allegiance – Rochelle Billet-Smith

5. ALR Preamble – Director Mike Smith

6. Roll Call - Secretary Debbie Proffitt

Director- Mike Smith
Vice Director – Ralph Wenzinger 
Sergeant-At-Arms – Marc Lawrie-EX
Area 1 Vice-D – Mark Rice
Area 2 Vice-D – Robert Lopez-EX	A2 Alt Pete Torrecillas present for A2 Vice-D
Area 3 Vice-D – Paul LaPierre	
Area 4 Vice-D – Brian Toal -EX
Area 5 Vice-D – Robert Partlow- EX	A5 Alt Wm. Blackstone present for A5 Vice-D
Area 6 Vice-D – Cris Molina
Jr Past – Rey Ruiz (In Memoriam)
Treasurer – Stan Tehee 
Secretary - Debbie Proffitt
Chaplain – Fred Branson-EX 
Historian – Mick Sobczak-EX
Judge Advocate – Donny Brannon
[bookmark: _Hlk69674803]Membership/ Legacy Run - Rochelle Billet-Smith 
Parliamentarian- Hy Libby 
Quartermaster – Mike Phillips 
Safety Officer – Andrew Trapani
Service Officer - George Smith
Convention & Rally – Geni Leffler 
PP/DC – Dennis Kee
Ways and Means - Kathleen McClary
Webmaster/Public Relations - Jim Oxley 		

Guests: (TALDOC, ALR, etc)
Lou Carson, A3 alt Ken Sutton, Ray Ortega 497, Bob Radcliff 30, Bob Atchley 20, Darleen Bennett 497, PP Jim Banakus, A5 Alt Wm. Blackstone, A6 Alt Stephanie huff, A2 Alt Pete Torrecillas, Terry Cooper 497, Paul Swanson 460, Jacque James 64, Ed Caler 82, PP Poncho Villa, Dennis Burch 497.
· PP Jim Banakus-Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
· PP Poncho Villa-Have been having chemo since June. Had to have things redone in his stomach. Almost done. Blessed Merry Christmas and a safe New Year. Riders need to keep going straight ahead. Thank you for inviting the Past presidents to the meetings.

7. Additions to the Agenda –

None

8. Approval of Minutes – ALRDOC November 17, 2022 Minutes

Accepted as electronically transmitted.

9. Financial Report – Stan Tehee

General Accounting as of 12/15/22


Beginning Bank Balance	$ 56,126.66	

Bank Deposits	$ 0.00	

Interest on bank account	$ 1.16	

Bank Withdraws	$ 3,112.00	

Ending Bank Balance        $ 53,015.82	

PayPal Balance	$ 23,861.77	

Ending Total Balance         $ 76,877.59	

Motion to accept the finance Report as given pending audit by Mark Rice. 2nd by Paul LaPierre. Passed by vote of DEC.

10.   Director’s Report – Mike Smith

Since our last meeting I have:
· November 21, 2022 traveled to Comfort Suites in Tulare for tour, with Chapter 20 Director
· November 21, 2022 CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· November 22, 2022 Chapter 20 Convention Meeting
· November 28, 2022 Past Presidents/Directors Meeting
· December 20, 2022 Chapter 20 Convention Meeting
· December 12, 2022 CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
Another quick month between DEC meetings. No real travel due to weather.

Area Vice Director’s, you should be contacting your chapter POC’s for any resolutions they may have. Remember resolutions need to go through the chapter and then be voted on by your Area to move them to Convention. Keep in mind; our By-laws are going to be voted on at The American Legion, DEC in January. You may want to hold off on your area meetings. I know this is going to make time tight, but it is where we are at.

Please remember, if you have submitted your report electronically to Debbie, keep your report succinct and to the point for the sake of time. Please do highlight anything in your area you would like to share with the DEC.

Stay safe and I will see you on the road!

11.   Vice Director’s Report – Ralph Wenzinger 

Since our last meeting I have participated in the following:

November 19 – TAL DOC 15th District meeting
December 5 - Kern River Chapter of Blue Star Moms meeting
December 10 – Dedication ceremony of Kern County WW II Memorial
December 11 – Bakersfield Toy Run
December 12 – Chapter 509 (Fresno) lunch ride
December 12 – California Legacy Run meeting	
	
           Events planned for the months to come: 																								December 17 - Chapter 951 (March Reserve Air Force Base) installation																			
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy New Year to all.

12.   Sgt. At Arms’ Report – Marc Lawrie

13.   Secretary’s Report – Debbie Proffitt

Area tracking to the areas for online roster updates and Per Capita payments has begun.
Per Capita is due by February 14, 2023. It is paid even if no delegates attend convention.
In January or February chapters must vote on their chapter delegates and alternates for convention. The delegate roster is due by March and must be submitted even if no delegates attend convention.





14.   Area Reports – 

a.  Area 1 Vice D – Mark Rice

Not much to report this month. Chapters have been doing toy runs and will participate in Wreaths Across America this weekend.
We took a cruise to Hawaii and on the cruise was the original Rosie the Riveter who is 102 years old. She went to the Arizona memorial with us.

b.  Area 2 Vice D – Robert Lopez

· Rolling 9’s – Did a ride to Phil’s fish market in Monterey, started to sell quilt tickets for the scholarship fund, started their M1 release of liability rider forms and annual membership dues.
· District 10 – No Report
· District 13 – Held a veterans day celebration at post 564, went out to oak hill cemetery to raise flags, donated $300 for the children’s fund American Legion Auxiliary post 791, have started their M1 release of liability and their annual membership
· District 28 – 
· Chapter 31 – Recorded 475 miles, 21 riders, 30 riding hours, group miles 1135, 69 volunteer hours
· Chapter 64 – Participated in the Veteran’s Day parade 4 riders’ total miles 252, attended district 28 Christmas party, working on acquiring flag poles with bases and opening their bank account
· Chapter 69 – One mission, participated in Veteran’s Day parade, supported Robert DeLuna as Veteran of the year for San Benito County as well as held a poker run where all had a good time
· Chapter 82 – Have sold over 200 tickets for the legacy scholarship fund, held a crab feed 12/10
· Chapter 82 just sent an update as follows: 
11-7 Blue Star Moms they donated $462.00
12-2. Children's fund. Blue Star Moms. They donated $240.00
12-10. Toys for Tots Fundraiser
Raised $1700.00 Volunteer hrs. 72 and donated $2500.00
· Chapter 105 - In the month of November ALR Chapter 105 participated in 9 Honor Details contributed 158 volunteer hours posted 527 DOC Miles and 1749 Group Miles
· Chapter 694 – No Report

c.  Area 3 Vice D – Paul LaPierre

· Chapter 100 supported Veterans Memorial Poker Run, Operation Gobble Day 1&2, Hanford Christmas Parade, Cooked & Served for Breakfast for Sweets with Seni, Lemoore Christmas Parade, Flag Line & Taps For Navy Veteran Clinton Kurtz.
· Chapter 221 supported funeral escort to BNC.
· Chapter 684 supported Veterans Breakfast, funeral escort to BNC, Post Christmas party baskets, and Ridgecrest PD Christmas goodie donations.
· Chapter 711 conducted 3 funeral escorts to BNC and 1 to LAX.
· Chapter 785 supported Escort to District meeting, money donation to a community event, Hanford Christmas Parade.
· Many chapters continue weekly meals and fundraisers.

d.  Area 4 Vice D – Brian Toal 

Chapter 184:
· December 4 – Chapter 184 and Chapter 61 San Pedro Christmas Parade
· December 10 – Chapter 184 US Army Rhonda Clark memorial

Chapter 61: 
Chapter 61 officers were officially sworn in at the Post 61 meeting aboard the Battleship IOWA on November 17. We are just getting started working out the rhythm of our meetings and rides, but we have already had some good presence in the community. Chapter 61 was represented in the Hollywood Christmas Parade in partnership with the Los Angeles Vespa Club and Chapter 43. We also participated in the San Pedro Holiday Parade along with Riders from Chapter 184 representing Area 4. We are working with the Battleship IOWA to schedule an official chapter launch for the community and we will invite the Riders and Legion family as soon as we have details ironed out.

No input from other Area 4 Chapters

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR AREA 4:

· December 17 – Wreaths across America
· January 28 – Chapter 184 Chili Cookoff

e.  Area 5 Vice D – Robert Partlow

Events/ Meetings Attended
· -November 16-Attended Chapter 460 Meeting
· -November 20-Area 5 Directors meeting
· -December 4-Chapter 416 Breakfast
· -December 11-Attended TAL District 22 Meeting
· -December 12-California Legacy Run Meeting
· Total Mileage 412 Miles

Other
Work with incoming Chapter 497 to become our next Rider Chapter to be elected for at our next meeting.

f.  Area 6 Vice D – Cris Molina

· Chapter 30
· Participated in the Pomona Christmas parade.
· Bike show was cancelled and will be rescheduled, possibly for a date in March.
· Continue to support their Post and surrounding Chapters.

Chapter 43
· We lost 4 riders who formed the new Chapter on the Iowa. We are working on new members.
· Riders participated in the Hollywood Christmas Parade along with the rest of the Post 43 family. Invited by Auxiliary Unit 43.
· We had visitors from other Chapters who came to our November Sunday Fun Day Birthday celebration. About 30 bikes showed up and it was awesome to welcome everyone.
· Chapter members participated in the U.S. Army Rough Riders toy drive from Encino to Neptune's Net.
· Chapter 741
· Regular meetings on Tuesdays (monthly)
· Supporting Post taco Tuesdays
· Donations do orphans and Veterans for Christmas ($100 gift cards)
· Donated $1000 for the month
· ALR dinner coming up on January 7th
· Down Rider - Jim Foster, Squadron member, accident on 11/29. He is recovering at home.
Reminding all to ride defensively at all times!

Area 6 Vice
· Was down with the flu for over a week and it set me back a lot. Still trying to catch up.
· Helped set up for and attended the Post 43 Christmas party. Dressed up as Santa for the event and helped bring festive cheer to the Legion family.
· Have been invited to dress up as Santa for the United States Marine Corps Los Angeles Recruiting Battalion. It will be hard to find a boyfriend dressed as Santa, but I will try. (hahahaha)
· Was looking forward to attending the Chapter 951 installation and lunch, but have the commitment with the Marines. Wishing them well.
· Was also looking forward to Chapter 30's event which was rescheduled due to weather.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Let's make 2023 the best yet!

Everything else... PROGRESS!

15.   Officer Reports-

a. Jr. Past President – Rey Ruiz (In Memoriam)
b. Chaplain - Fred Branson
c. Historian - Mick Sobczak
d. Judge Advocate – Donny Brannon
· Nothing to report.
· The chapter 951 installation is December 17. 75 to 100 homeless vets will be there getting fed.



e. Membership Officer – Rochelle Billet-Smith

Since our last meeting I have participated in the following:

· 11/19/2022-Auxiliary District meeting-Delano
· 11/21/2022-California Legacy Run Committee meeting
· 12/10/2022-Kern County WWII Veterans Memorial Dedication
· 12/11/2022- 39th Annual Bakersfield Toy Run
· 12/12/2022-California Legacy Run Committee meeting
· 12/13/2022-ALR Chapter 26 E-Board meeting

f. Quartermaster – Mike Phillips

Currently we have 2 orders Invoiced and are pending payment, 4 orders currently in process. Please pay for all orders submitted in a timely manner and your orders will get out to you as quickly as possible. If you have any questions regarding your orders feel free to give an email or a call. Leave a message and I will return your call as I don’t generally answer numbers I don’t know. 559-759-7705. I am working with patch to get the sweatshirts, red Friday shirts and berets back in the store for everyone to purchase.

g. Safety Officer – Andrew Trapani

A final draft of the updated ALR DOC Safety Handbook was sent out to the committee for final review. We will meet again in January to finalize it and copies will be sent out to all chapters.

h. Service Officer – George Smith

· Will look into how to honor our Sals and Auxiliary at funerals.
· Will have an update on what’s happening at the VA.

16.   Committee Reports – 

a. California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith

Stops and motels pending.

b. Convention and Rally – Geni Leffler

· Bob Atchley- Happy Holidays!
· Secured the Tulare Memorial Building. Had our last meeting on 12/13.
· Registration cost is $65 and includes Saturday lunch, t shirt and pin.
· 4 hotels have been confirmed with room blocks. The flyer went out.
· Registration check-in will be Friday afternoon and Saturday and Sunday morning.
· There are multiple wonderful restaurants in Tulare for dinner on Friday and Saturday evenings.

It was suggested to use a drone to get a group picture this year.
(Convention and Rally continued on next page)
Pictures of Tulare County Veteran Memorial Building
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c. Past President’s Club – Dennis Kee

d. Ways and Means – Kathleen McClary

Not a lot to report. I am getting the email out to the POC’s regarding the quilt/tickets.  I have received money and ticket stubs from Chapters 299 and 82. I will be attending District 14 & 15 meetings to do a presentation on the quilt and hopefully sell tickets at each of them.

e. Webmaster/Public Relations – Jim Oxley 

· The website is running ok.
· Waiting for a meeting to set up the new people to run it.
· Need one person to be the admin- this person will need more training.
· Mike- will set up a meeting after the holidays.
· George- Emails didn’t go out.
· Please add Andrew Trapani to be able to get emails out.

17.   Unfinished Business-
a. Quartermaster update on online store.

See Quartermaster report. Patch is busy working on convention patches.

b. Status of Webmaster granting access to Alternate Area Vice Directors.

Mike-Alternate Vice Director permissions will be the same as the Area Vice Director permissions.
Jim-Will work on it.

18.   New Business-
a. Vote on Charter for Chapter 497 Bloomington.

Motion to accept chapter 497 Bloomington as the ALRDOC 103rd chapter by Bill 
Blackstone. 2nd by Cris Molina. Passed by vote of DEC. Welcome.

b. Ad-Hoc Committee for Recognition of ALR member transferred to Riders Everlasting.

George will work on this.

19.   Sick / Memorial-

Ill/injured:

Ch 221- Jim Davis is in the hospital with COPD.
Ch 684- Tony James has stage 4 lung cancer.

Rider Everlasting:

Ch 69- Dennis Osorio passed to rider Everlasting on November 17. 

20.   Good of the Riders-

· George- working with a company to put on Bingo at the post. This company is nationwide. Need posts who can facilitate 200 people with parking. They run the Bingo; the post provides the building.
· Jim Banakus- Chapter 534 over the years starting in 2006 has donated $39,400 to the Legacy Scholarship fund.
· Cris- thank you, 2022 has been challenging but amazing. People and leadership all working so well together. Proud of our people and this organization. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year or whatever you celebrate. I love and appreciate you all.
· Ralph- Happy Festivus, Kwanzaa, Happy New Year, Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah.
· Mike-The Past President’s and Director’s Club needs participation.
· The last year started in upheaval-we lost Rey and struggled. We’ve moved forward ad forged ahead. We had a good convention in spite of issues. We had a great supporting cast.
· Have a wonderful holiday season.

21.   Next Meeting Date – January 26, 2023 at 1900 hours, via Zoom.

22.   Benediction – George Smith

23.   Adjournment – Director Mike Smith 
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