September 10, 2024

Roundabouts (Traffic Circles)

This article was suggested by the Area 2 Vice Director Pete “I am not Robert” Torrecillas. What a great topic.

Roundabouts or Traffic Circles as we call them also are popping up more and more. So how do you know what lane to choose when entering one. I am attaching a few examples of what you may encounter. 

Years ago, when I was in Italy and other countries, they were very common. The problem was that people would come from the lane nearest the center and make a turn across three lanes and everyone seemed cool about it (not me).

As they spread there will be some confusion with cagers and bikers. There are a few ways to determine in your local area as well as an area that you may be traveling in. For your local area you can access your local Public Works Department, and you can see where they are as well as traffic patterns. You can also Google Earth for a particular intersection and see the layout that way. The signs that are posted may be a bit confusing to us and cagers.

If you are traveling to an area that you know someone you can always call, text or email to see where they may be and the best way to negotiate them. In April we will be heading to Hollister for our annual convention. There is a roundabout when you enter town. I will be working with the Area Vice Director to send out some photos and best lane to pick when using them.

This is a true elephant and mouse rule and we are not the elephants.









Above is the new Turbo Roundabout at Highways 156 and 25 in San Benito County it will come into play when you go to the Area 2 Meeting and the 2025 Convention.





Here is the traffic pattern for the roundabout.












Andrew Trapani
ALR DOC Safety Officer
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