December 2, 2025


Communication


Communication is one of the most important parts of a ride. It begins with the pre ride briefing and continues throughout the ride. The foundation for a good and safe ride starts with the road captain or ride leader being able to communicate in a clear and precise way not only the destination but also the route, along with any possible road hazards you may encounter along the way. Another key aspect is to ensure that all riders understand all hand signals.
A good pre-ride briefing should start with everyone acknowledging they have a full tank of gas along with having inspected their bike to make sure it is in good operating condition. Also, the road captain should designate a tail gunner (sweep), Depending on the size of the group this could be one or more people. Also ensure that they can communicate between the lead bike and the tail gunner (sweep).
There are many ways to communicate between riders. One way is to use a standard CB that many bikes come equipped with and they should all be on the same channel. Another way to communicate is with Bluetooth devices, they allow riders to communicate with each other. Cell phones can also be used for communicating with each other.
If no communication devices are available this can lead to confusion if the group becomes separated or a rider breaks down on his or her bike. There is nothing worse than arriving at a destination and discovering that you may be missing one or more riders.
Once you have arrived at the destination it is important to communicate how long you will be there and if the return route is the same way you got there.
There are instances where once you are ready to leave the destination some riders may want to go another way home or to another destination. It is extremely important that this is communicated to the road captain so they can let the rest of the group know who is returning with the group.

I know this last part may offend some people, but it is good practice.
If you do go another way, it is good practice to always be courteous and communicate to the road captain you made back ok. In my chapter we always do a buddy check to make sure that people who live further away text “Home” or something like that. It helps the road captain know everyone is safe.

Ride Safe

Respectfully Submitted,
Andrew Trapani
ALR DOC Safety Officer




