

THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Department of California
19th Annual American Legion Riders Convention
Norco, CA
96 Sixth Street
Norco, CA 92860
April 17 - 19, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk131066981]MINUTES

Friday, April 17, 2026

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.		Pre-Convention Department Executive Committee (DEC) Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk131667671]Saturday April 18, 2026

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.	Opening of 19th ALRDOC Convention @ 9:00 am
· Advancement of Colors AL Post 742
· Invocation Chaplain Robert Lassotovich
· POW/MIA 
· Pledge of Allegiance 
· National Anthem Kim Lovett
· American Legion Riders Preamble 

Greeting
Department Director Ralph Wenzinger

Welcome to the 2026 19th American Legion Riders Convention! I hope everyone had a great ride here! 
Thank you to combined American Legion Honor Guard from Posts 742 for posting colors. Thank you KIM LOVETT for singing of our National Anthem. Kim is a Gold Star widow.

I want to recognize Post 328 Commander Jamie Deason, Chapter 328 Director Jeff Beck, Chapter 328 Convention Chair Bob Elder and all of Chapter 328. Thank you for all your hard work getting us to Convention.

There will be a dinner, live band, and other festivities at Post 328 tonight. Dinner will be from 6 PM to 8 PM at a cost of $20 if not already purchased. Any questions please ask Commander Deason, Jeff Beck or Bob Elder.

Thank you to our distinguished guests and American Legion Family distinguished guests for taking time to be here. Your time away from your normal life is greatly appreciated!

Riders, some of our American Legion Family guests are candidates for department positions. If they are willing to stay during the lunch break, take this opportunity to talk with them. This is your time to find out what their vision for the Legion over the next year, but politely. 

You may have already noticed, but not only do we have berets from the Riders Quartermaster here, we also have the California American Legion Store here, and merchandise for the California Legacy Run. 
I have found members of the Riders often wear other hats within the Legion Family. If you are, or have been, in a leadership position at your Post, Unit, Squadron, Area or District, would you please stand? Thank you will never be enough for all of your hard work, time and effort.

A LITTLE HOUSE KEEPING:
 RESTROOMS ARE IN THE BACK
 PLEASE BE CAREFUL LIQUIDS/FOOD ON THE MAIN FLOOR.
 PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOURSELF AND DON’T TRASH THE JOINT
 IF YOU SMOKE THERE ARE RECEPTACLES OUTSIDE FOR CIGARETTE BUTTS, ETC. PLEASE STAY AWAY FROM THE BUILDING WHILE SMOKING

Prior to the introduction of our Distinguished guests, I am going to turn the podium over to our Vice Director, Jeff Carson.

Department Vice Director Jeff Carson - Recognition of War Eras

WW2- 0, Korea- 0, Vietnam- 20+, Lebanon- 4, Grenada- 7, Liberia- 2, Panama- 6, Gulf- 25+, Somalia- 6,
Bosnia- 4, Haiti- 2, Cosomo- 3, Afghanistan- 10, Yemen- 1, Iraq- 25+, Uganda- 1, Niger- 1, Syria- 1,
Active Duty- 1, POW/MIA- 0, Blue Star- 10+, Gold Star- 4.

Acknowledgment of Past Department Presidents/Director/Secretaries

Past Presidents- 2006/2007 Jim Banakus, 2007/2008 Terry Baughman, 2008-2009 Luis Diaz, 
2009-2010 Steve Weber, 2010-2012 Luis Diaz, 2012-2014 Albert Villa, 2014-2016 James Adames,
2016-2019 Mick Sobczak, 2019-November 2021 Rey Ruiz, January 2022-2025 Mike Smith, 
2025-2026 Ralph Wenzinger

Past Secretaries-2006-2009 Jeff Gallagher, 2009-2012 Anita Bart, 2012-2014 Rita Christolear, 
2014-2016 Steve Weber, 2016-2017 Monique Clemons, 2017-2026 Debbie Proffitt

ALRDOC ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS

Director Ralph Wenzinger 
Vice Director Jeff Carson 
Sergeant At Arms Gustie Compton 
Area1vice D Martin Glenn 
Area2vice D Pete Torrecillas 
Area3vice D Mike Phillips 
Area4vice D Milan Morgan 
Area5vice D Edmund Arguello 
Area6vice D Cris Molina  
Jr Past Director Mike Smith 
Treasurer Debbie Proffitt 
Chaplain Robert Lassotovich 
Service Officer vacant 
Quartermaster Mike Phillips 
Historian Louisa Carson 
Membership Rochelle Billet-Smith 
Safety Andrew Trapani EXCUSED
Judge Advocate Tom Lively 
Parliamentarian Mick Sobczak 
PP Jim Banakus 
PP Luis Diaz 
PP James Adames 




ROLL CALL OF CHAPTERS

Ch 3 Hanford- 
District 10- San Leandro- 
District 13- Santa Clara- 
Ch 18 Visalia-  
Ch 20 Porterville-
Ch 26 Bakersfield-  
Ch 28 Petaluma-  
District 28 Prunedale- 
Ch 30 Pomona-  
Ch 31 Salinas- 
Ch 43 Hollywood-
Ch 48 Oxnard-  
Ch 50 Paso Robles- 
Ch 53 Hemet-
Ch 60 Brawley- 
Ch 61 San Pedro- 
Ch 64 Santa Cruz-  
Ch 69 Hollister- 
Ch 79 Riverside- 
Ch 82 San Mateo- 
Ch 84 Auburn- 
Ch 88 Turlock- 
Ch 92 McCloud- 
Ch 95 Oroville-
Ch 100 Lemoore- 
Ch 105 Redwood City- 
Ch 106 Redlands-
Ch 108 Sutter Creek- 
Ch 111 Healdsburg- 
Ch 112 Ontario- 
Ch 119 Placerville- 
Ch 132 Orange- 
Ch 133 Huntington Beach- 
Ch 136 Arroyo Grande- 
Ch 146 Oceanside- 
Ch 147 Clovis- 
Ch 149 Escondido- 
Ch 176 San Fernando- 
Ch 180 Azusa-
Ch 184 Redondo Beach- 
Ch 190 Ripon-
Ch 200 Lake Elsinore- 
Ch 202 Brentwood-
Ch 210 Gridley- 
Ch 211 Lompoc- 
Ch 221 Tehachapi- 
Ch 229 Adelanto- 
Ch 233 Elk Grove-
Ch 255 National City-
Ch 256 Apple Valley- 
Ch 264 Lincoln- 
Ch 299 Chino- 
Ch 311 Lancaster- 
Ch 328 Norco- 
Ch 348 Palmdale- 
Ch 359 Norwalk-
Ch 364 Santee- 
Ch 365 Vista- 
Ch 377 Tujunga-
Ch 416 Encinitas- 
Ch 421 Highland-
Ch 428 Banning- 
Ch 437 Clearlake- 
Ch 460 San Diego- 
Ch 468 Julian- 
Ch 476 California City- 
Ch 497 Bloomington-
Ch 507 Newhall- 
Ch 509 Fresno- 
Ch 519 Palm Springs- 
Ch 521 Rio Linda- 
Ch 534 Orcutt- 
Ch 555 Midway City- 
Ch 574 Moreno Valley- 
Ch 584 Big Bear Lake-
Ch 587 Foresthill- 
Ch 595 Perris-
Ch 673 Durham- 
Ch 684 Ridgecrest-
Ch 716 Los Alamitos- 
Ch 739 Indio- 
Ch 741 Camarillo- 
Ch 755 Covina- 
Ch 795 S Lake Tahoe-
Ch 804 Los Angeles- 
Ch 835 Rancho Cucamonga- 
Ch 852 Murrieta- 


Introduction of Local Dignitaries
City of Norco Council Member Kevin Bash

Good morning,
My phone went off. I’ll pay a $20 fine.
I represent the Veterans commission. Go take a look at the memorial. We will never forget. We are a very patriotic city. 
From the city council, we honor you and will not forget you.



[bookmark: _Hlk132008530]American Legion Family Dignitaries

National Vice Commander
	Benjamin Headen
I am from the Department of Arizona and am the National Vice Commander of the Western U. S. Region.
I’ll pay a $10 fine for my vest not being in line with California.
Greetings from Commander Dan Wiley. I am a fellow Legion Rider.
The patch is not something g we wear, it’s something we earn. People hear us before they see us.
You see us at funeral escorts, fundraisers, and in quiet moments when no one watches. California is setting the tone. You continue to show up strong. You bring visibility. 
Push each other, vets are struggling quietly. Vets are more likely to talk to us than seek help. Be the One. It’s a mindset. Do your Buddy Checks. Simple things save lives. Riders are the strongest bridges. 
If you see a brother rider, bring them in. We need to make sure the Riders stand. The Riders are carrying the Legion.
We ride for those who can’t. Think about the last time you rode and there was an empty space. The mission doesn’t end when the ride is over.
It’s not just the big events but the small moments that matter, too. The impact you have by showing up and checking in. When you leave, don’t just ride away. Make sure the spaces on either side are still filled.
That’s our mission and our responsibility. 
Mr. Headon was presented with a California Legacy Run shirt and mug.

National Executive Alternate Committeeman
Jimmy Higuera
Past National Vice Commander	

Good morning,
We have the recent memory of Jere Romano.
We must continue the march. It’s a long journey. The bottom line, to service and recruit younger vets. Those serving after the conflicts that were read. To keep this country free it takes all of us.
This nation should be grateful to our vets.
Have a great convention and safe ride home.
[bookmark: _Hlk191379244]				
Department of California Commander
David Brambila

Good morning. I’ll pay a $10 fine for wearing the wrong cover. We have made a teddy bear donation.
We have made up a Mike Smith crayon patch.
The road ahead is tough. We need to stand tall and proud. We need to support our vets and our troops. 
Children are the future of our country. 
I’m proud to be here. You make me feel at home. You are the face of this organization.
We are 3 months to election and we are working on a 3-year plan. We are revamping how we do business.
The war on terror vets are not joining.
The is a lot of negativity in the legion. We need to counter that negativity.
My wife, Venus Brambila, is manning the Legion store. The proceeds help fund our Service Officer training.
Have a great convention.

Welcome by Natl Security & Foreign Relations Chair
Amado C. Salinas II

I see the passion you have. Our youth are not moving forward. The navy ROTC funds the JR ROTC. Support them.

Welcome by the 21st District Commander
Jesus Saucedo

Welcome to the fighting 21st District. Thank you for attending. Visit our posts.

American Legion Auxiliary President
ALADOC Representative Vice President Tracy Varnell-Fercho

Thank you for having us. Our president sends greetings. I am the Vice President and currently a candidate for Department President.
The ALA is nineteen thousand strong and growing. The will be 3 candidates running for Department Vice President.
My theme will be 1 team-1 mission-veterans first.
Ralph and jeff were presented with footballs.

Sons of The American Legion
Commander Charles A. Curtis

I’ll pay a too tall fine of $20.
I am a 17-year continuous member. I am a veteran’s son and had 2 grandfathers in WW2.
I encourage you to talk to your members and your families about their service. 
The Sons have 10,800 members and are growing.
We need all of your support. Join the Sons if you are able.
Have a wonderful convention.

40&8 Chef de Gare / Past Post 328 Commander
 Jen Turpin

We welcome you to our post.
The 40&8 are proud to be part of Riverside County. We support children and youth. We support nursing programs. The 40&8 has to keep working.
You are the face of the American legion.

American Legion Baseball 
Judy Leonardi

The American Legion riders are a fundraising machine.
You raised 15 thousand last year. Baseball is a 100-year-old legacy.
We have the Heroes and Legends Gala May 2nd. There are 4 tables left. There will be players there from Major League Baseball. 

Candidate(s) for The American Legion, Department of California 

Commander 
Janice Sommers

I am a U. S. Navy veteran from 68-71. I am an American Legion member since 2001. Home post is 66.
I was Area 6 vice Commander last year.
I will 1. Work with District Vice Commanders 2. Promote a better image 3. Work on Unity and Team effort.
4. Work on the progress of the business plan.

Sergeant-at-Arms
Neil La Sala

I am a 14-year PUFL. 31 years in the Marine Corps. 30 years in LAUSD. I have many offices under my belt.
I will safeguard and promote Legion rules. I am retired and have the time to put in.

Michael Smith

Thank you. Greetings. I am Michael Smith.
Post/Chapter/Squadron 20 Porterville
Marine Corps 1986 – 1990
24-year law enforcement career with CDC. (2020)
1 extraordinary wife who supports me, 2 daughters, 4 grandchildren, 2 dogs, 3 cats
Legionnaire for 13 years
Post Commander, First Vice Commander, Judge Advocate
Chapter President, Vice President, Sergeant-at-Arms
Squadron Sergeant-at-Arms
American Legion Riders Department Director and Sergeant-at-Arms (EXPAND)
California American Legion and National American Legion College graduate
Department Committees &amp; Commissions – Resolutions Committee, Constitution and
Bylaws Commission, Training Committee, California Legion College Facilitator
National Emblem Committee
Believe in maintaining rituals and traditions of the American Legion
Unique experience as chair during conventions and well as a SAA.
Will work to ensure the success of the Department Commander and The American
Legion, Department of California
I Humbly ask for support and vote to be your Department Sergeant-at-Arms for 2026-2027


11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 	Riders Everlasting Memorial Service, ALRDOC Chaplain	

25-26 Riders Everlasting
Area 1
Ch 119 Jim Ayers, Ch 119 Ellen Maxey, Ch 233 John Jackson, Ch 437 Ron Peavy, Ch 521 Christian Belsky
Area 2
D 28 Gary Deaton, Ch 111 Dave Meyers, Ch 111 Lloyd Watson
Area 3
Ch 26 John Archuleta, Ch 221 Frank Cox, Ch 509 Adam Bernal
Area 5
Ch 132 Travis Stockton, Ch 149 William Beatty, Ch 200 Jack Hines, Ch 229 Bobby brown, Ch 229 George
Butterfield, Ch 365 Carlos Sandoval, Ch 428 Steve Lapham, Ch 555 John Aden Sr., Ch 739 Bob Goldsmith, 
Ch 951 Gary White
Area 6
Ch 311 Donald Holm, Ch 741 Wade Cirlot







Candidate for 26-28 Alternate National Executive Committee
Jeffrey Jewell

I will donate $50 to the California Legacy Run.
I talk the talk and walk the walk.
I’ve done 50 years of public service.
I was in the Air Force, the post Service Officer and the county Veteran Service Officer.
I have asked the questions and I have been the One. Three veterans are alive today because I was the One.
My commitment will be everything.

Candidate for 26-28 National Executive Committee
Chris Yates

I am a Post 365 member and candidate for the National Executive Committee.
I have served on the board of Directors for the national organization. I will take my duties seriously.
8% of veterans are American Legion members nationally but on 4% in California.
Will be putting forth resolutions to protect immigrant veterans and service members.
California has 8 Veteran Service Officers at a price of $753,000 annually. /we need to get donors to pay that bill.
Please vote for me.

Nick Rosa

Good morning distinguished guests, Legionnaires and riders.
My name is Nick Rosa. I’m a Marine veteran and a 21-year member of the American Legion.
I am currently serving as the Jr Past Department of California Commander. In this role, I continue to support and guide our Department with the same dedication and commitment.
My experience as a Commander has strengthened my resolve to serve our members and uphold the values of the American Legion, and am now leading candidate for National Executive committeeman.
If elected, I’ll lead with dignity and uphold my duties with the highest respect.
My goal is to ensure that resolutions approved by our DEC continue moving forward at the national level and are assigned to the proper committees and commissions for further consideration…whether that means changes to our bylaws or presenting them to legislation as needed.
I hope to earn your confidence and your vote.
God bless our military; our veterans and God bless you all.

Officer Reports
· Director 

This past year has certainly has had its ups and downs. Unfortunately, we have lost more chapters than we have gained. We have seen sisters and brothers report to Rider Everlasting; some of them more well known than others, but none of them more important than another. And like most families there are times we haven’t seen eye to eye, to put it mildly.

Despite all of that, you have ridden hundreds of thousands of miles for veterans and veteran families; raised and donated thousands of dollars to various charities and causes; and volunteered hundreds of hours to your posts and the communities you call home. I know you do it for the cause, not the applause, but I want to applaud you for all that you do as Riders. You are the most visible part of the American Legion; a rolling billboard which continues to move forward together. You make me proud to say I am a California American Legion Rider.

I want to thank each of you who are here as representatives of your chapters; each of you who serve in a leadership role in your chapter; and the members of our Department Executive Committee. Without your dedication and service to the membership as a whole, our family would cease to exist. 

If you wish to see the 120 events and meetings I have attended since our last convention, they are listed in my report which will be published in the minutes.  

In closing, I want to thank you for giving me honor and privilege to serve as your Director for the past year. 

Here is an overview of what I have attended or participated in as your Director since our last convention in Hollister: 

California Legacy Run 
West Coast Rally
Tri-State Poker Run
10 Monthly ALR DEC Meetings
6 ALR Area Meetings
TAL DOC Convention
TAL DOC Fall DEC
TAL DOC Spring DEC
American Legion Auxiliary Convention
Sons of the American Legion Convention
4 Funerals 
53  ALR Committee Meetings
3 Chapter Officer Installations
39 Other Chapter, TAL DOC, and veteran related community events


2025 Events/Meetings

April 13	Post Convention DEC
April 20  	Recruit Escort from Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
May 1-4 	ALR California Legacy Run Committee
May 10 	Chapter 20 Cannonball Run
May 26  	Memorial Day Services at Union and Hillcrest Cemeteries, Bakersfield
June 1    	KIA Honor Flag Escort and Presentation at Post 26, Bakersfield
June 2    	Kern River Blue Star Moms meeting and donation presentation
June 2    	ALR California Legacy Run Committee m		
June 4    	Visited and Conducted Installation of Officers at Chapter 202 Brentwood
June 5    	Visited Chapter 521 Rio Linda
June 8    	Military Recruit send off and escort, Armed Forces Career Center Bakersfield
June 10   	Finance Committee meeting
June 12   	Visited and Conducted Installation of Officers at Chapter 18 Visalia
June 15  	Military Recruit send off and escort, Armed Forces Career Center Bakersfield
June 19   	Convention and Rally Committee meeting
June 26	ALA Department of California Convention
	June 28	SAL Department of California Convention	
	June 27-29     TAL Department of California Convention
	July 1		Post 124 Delano Legion meeting
	July 3		Post 124 Delano SAL meeting 
July 8	            Finance Committee meeting
July 10	            Officer Installation Post 18 Visalia
July 12 	ABC 4th Anniversary at Chapter 299 Chino
July 13	            Military Recruit send off and escort, Armed Forces Career Center Bakersfield
July 14	            ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
July 15	            Convention and Rally committee meeting 
July 16	            TALDOC Family Reunion committee meeting
July 19	            Officer Installation 15th District
July 24	            Funeral Commander Lynn Eckert, Post 221 Tehachapi
July 24	            TALDOC Family Reunion Committee meeting
July 26	            Chapter 534 Orcutt Poker Run	
	July 27            Visited and Conducted Installation of Officers at Chapter 221 Tehachapi
	July 28	ALR     California Legacy Run Committee meeting
Aug 3		Recruit Send Off and Escort Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
Aug 6		Uniform Committee meeting
	Aug 7		Ad Hoc PUFL Committee meeting
	Aug 11    	ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
	Aug 12	            Finance Committee meeting
	Aug 19 	Convention and Rally Committee meeting
	Aug 25	            ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
	Aug 26	            Convention and Rally Committee meeting
	Aug 30	            ALRDOC Area 2 meeting District 28 Prunedale
Sept 2		Convention and Rally Committee meeting
Sept 8		ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
Sept 9		Finance Committee Meeting
Sept 11	9-11 Remembrance Ceremony, Bakersfield World Trade Center Memorial
Sept 11 	9-11 Support Our Troops Ride, Bakersfield
Sept 13	15th District Meeting
Sept 16	Convention and Rally Meeting
Sept 19-21	West Coast Rally Chapter 299 Chino
Sept 21	TAL DOC Fall DEC Garden Grove
Sept 22	ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
	Sept 27	Chapter 50 Paso Robles Poker Run 
	Oct 4		ALRDOC Area 3 Meeting Chapter 100 Lemoore
	Oct 6		Funeral for Gary Summers Commander Post 53 Taft
	Oct 6		ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
	Oct 7		Wall That Heals Escort, Fowler Chapter 147 Clovis
	Oct 11		Chapter 229 Adelanto Tri State Poker Run
	Oct 14		Chapter / Post 83 Merced meeting 
	Oct 18		Chapter 18 Visalia Together We Fight Pink Ride
	Oct 21		Convention and Rally Committee meeting
Oct 27		ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
Oct 31		Bobby Brown Funeral Service Riverside National Cemetery
	Nov 1		Area 3 Run to California Veterans Home Fresno 
	Nov 3		Finance Committee meeting 
	Nov 4		Ad Hoc PUFL Committee meeting
	Nov 8		Chapter 835 Rancho Cucamonga meeting
	Nov 8		Chapter 328 Norco Bike Rodeo
	Nov 8		Post 497 Bloomington Thanksgiving Dinner fundraiser 
	Nov 10	            ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
	Nov 11	            Bakersfield Veterans Day Parade
	Nov 30	            Recruit Send-off and Escort at Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
	Dec 1		ALR California Legacy Run Committee meeting
	Dec 2		National Commander Escort planning meeting
Dec 7		Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony at WW II Memorial, Bakersfield
Dec 7		Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony at Union Cemetery, Bakersfield
	Dec 9		ALR Finance  Committee meeting
	Dec 10	            ALR Area 4 Directors meeting, Post 184 Redondo Beach
	Dec 14		Bakersfield Toy Run
	Dec 16		ALR Convention and Rally Committee meeting
	Dec 29		ALR California Legacy Run Committee

	2026 Events/Meetings

	Jan 4		Recruit Send-off and Escort at Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center	
Jan 6		ALR Finance Committee meeting
	Jan 10		TAL 15th District meeting, Post 785 Visalia
	Jan 12		ALR California Legacy Run Committee
	Jan 17		ALR Area 5 Directors meeting, Chapter 497 Bloomington
	Jan 17		ALR Area 6 Directors meeting, Chapter 180, Azusa
	Jan 28		ALR Constitution and Bylaws Committee
	Feb 2		ALR Credentials Committee
	Feb 3		ALR California Legacy Run Committee
	Feb 9		ALR Finance Committee
	Feb 16		ALR Safety Committee
	Feb 23		ALR California Legacy Run Committee
	Feb 28		ALR Area 3 Directors meeting, Chapter 684, Ridgecrest
	Mar 10		ALR California Legacy Run Committee
	Mar 12		ALR Finance Committee
	Mar 14		TALDOC Spring DEC meeting Vacaville
	Mar 16		ALR Resolutions and Constitution & Bylaws Committees (Joint)
	Mar 17		ALR Convention and Rally Committee
	Mar 21		Funeral Services for Past Commander Jere Romano
	Mar 23		ALR Safety Committee
	Mar 24		ALR Convention and Rally Committee
	Mar 25		ALR California Legacy Run Committee
	Mar 31		ALR Convention and Rally Committee
	Apr  7		ALR Convention and Rally Committee
	Apr 11-12	ALR California Legacy Run Committee Route Check
	Apr 13		ALR California Legacy Run Committee
	Apr 14		ALR Convention and Rally Committee
	Apr 16		Pre-Convention DEC
	Apr 17-18	ALRDOC Convention

· Vice Director

Hello and Welcome!

This past year has been a blast.  Traveling the state in all weather, fog so thick you cannot see past two with lines on the road, wind that puts you in the other lane, and rain that will find even the smallest crack in your gear.  I have left home soaking in sweat only to arrive and must layer up from the cold.  But at the end of every ride there were smiling faces of my friends and ALR family.  I have been known to show up with no warning and still get a warm welcome and made to feel like I belong not because of the title I wear, but the passion I have for ALR and the friends I make along the way.

Sure, there are times when it gets frustrating and things go sideways at times, but with the support of members of the DEC, we usually find a way to move forward for the good of the riders and the program we support.  I have been in and out of our bylaws, and know more about Roberts rules than I realized, I’ve cussed, complained, and have been educated.  I would not trade it for anything in this world.

I have ridden.  My closing remark last year is that we are riders lets ride.  I have been to places I have forgotten that I have been to in years past, been to unfamiliar places I did not know about, everyone has been filled with my ALR family.  Across the state we all support the same four pillars in diverse ways and the membership and chapters need to be commended for their unique perspective to that end.  

Through my travels and listening to membership, I have gotten involved with American Legion, Sons, and yes even the Auxiliary Family.  Each of which makes this program move towards a great future.  Like most officers here on DEC, we have a passion to help and step up when called.  I am Treasurer of Squadron 18, SSA at Post 18, even working on a more active roll at the district level for American Legion.  I joined to be a rider, only through that avenue did I learn about the Legion and the family, and what we accomplish.

So, remember this ride we all are on is not about you or the title you hold, but about that light you cast on a veteran in need, the solace you give to a grieving family, the education and support you give to the next generation.   Best of all, we get to do all of this while riding bikes with our friends.  Keep safe and ride with fair weather and smooth roads.

· Sergeant-at-Arms 

Since our last Convention I have had the pleasure of representing this organization and have traveled many miles and meets lots of good Members. I have been from one end of the state to the other with many stops in the middle.  I was hosted in Members homes when traveling to support a Chapters Poker Run, attended Legion Baseball as a Representative of The Riders, Supported the California Legacy Run, as well as having the honor of escorting fallen service members and Veterans to their final resting place. Lets stay positive, keep Moving Forward Together.

· Secretary
In the fall of 2016, I was appointed ALRDOC Assistant Secretary by President Mick Sobczak. After the 2017 convention I was appointed ALRDOC Secretary. I served 2 years with Mick learning all I could from past Secretaries and Past Presidents. In 2029 Rey Ruiz was elected President and asked me to stay on. I served 2.5 years with Rey. I spent the rest of the time with Interim director Mike Smith. In 2022 Mike Smith was elected Director and asked me to stay. I spent 3 years with Mike. In 2025 Ralph Wenzinger was elected Director and I stated that I would step down to Assistant Secretary and help the incoming Secretary. Ralph asked me to stay ONE MORE YEAR. We left the decision up to Gunny as he and I had already talked about traveling more. Gunny agreed. This year I will be stepping down. I’ve made friend and I’ve made life long friends in the ALR. Thank you to all the DEC I’ve worked with over the years and all the chapter members and officers I’ve gotten to know.

				Convention in Recess for Convention Group Photo and Lunch, to 12:50 p.m.

12:50 p.m. – 1:20 p.m.	Convention Reconvenes @ 12:50pm				
			
Recess to Area Caucuses/Area Elections

[bookmark: _Hlk131668752][bookmark: _Hlk131669048]1:22 p.m. 		Convention Reconvenes
				
Report of Area Elections
Area 1 – Martin Glenn
Area Vice Director Missy Griffiths, Alternate Mike Tomasek, Alternate Joe Rendon, Alternate Anthony Harrison, Alternate Martin Glenn
Area 2 – Pete Torecillas
Area Vice Director Pete Torrecillas, Alternate Greg Martin, Alternate Hy Libby, Alternate Luis Torres
Area 3 – Michelle Wattenbarger
Area Vice Director Michelle Wattenbarger, Alternate James Davis, Alternate Robert Lassotovich. Alternate Stephen Nance
Area 4 – Milan Morgan
Area Vice Director Milan Morgan, Alternate Ernie Macias
Area 5 – Edmund Arguello
Area Vice Director Edmund Arguello, Alternate David Harrison, Alternate Mike Yirka, alternate Ray Ortega, Alternate Bernadette Staples, alternate Laura Mendez
Area 6 – Cristina Molina
Area Vice Director Cris Molina, Alternate David Austin, Alternate Vahid Jafroodi, Alternate Christopher Rohrberg

Department Awards and Presentations
Charters to New Chapters
Area 3 Chapter 23 Sanger
Area 5 Chapter 106 Redlands
Area 3 Chapter 190 Ripon
Area 4 Chapter 359 Norwalk
Area 2 Chapter 795 /South Lake Tahoe

Award to Chapter with most new members
Area 1 Chapter 521 Rio Linda-18 members
Area 2 Chapter 202 Brentwood-8 members
Area 3 Chapter 23 Sanger-13 members
Area 4 Chapter 359 Norwalk-6 members
Area 5 Chapter 106 Redlands-25 members
Area 6 Chapter 50 Paso Robles-8 members

Motion by James Adames to suspend the order of business to do the first reading of the resolutions. 2nd by Mike Smith. Passed by vote of delegates.

Resolutions/Amendments to By-Laws 
· Introduction of Resolutions 

Resolution 7-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, the American Legion Riders Department of California Bylaws Article VIII, Section 13 be changed to state, “All elections at Department Convention shall be by roll call. Each Chapter reporting the total votes cast for each candidate by the delegates of the Chapter that are present and voting. In the case of an unopposed candidate, or by unanimous consent of the Convention delegates, election may be declared by acclamation by the Department Director or the Convention Chair.”

Resolution 6-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, the American Legion Riders Department of California Bylaws Article V have a Section 7 added to state, “Section 7. Finances of the Chapter will be held in an account with an accredited financial institution within the local area of (City/Post). Signatures on the account should include the Treasurer and at least one of the following officers, Director, Vice-Director, or Secretary, and shall contain two (2) Post-appointed signers in accordance with American Legion rules for subordinate organizations. Signatures of two (2) authorized signers will be required to disburse funds.”

Resolution 11-
RESOLVED By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, the American Legion Riders Department of California Bylaws Article VII Section 14 be amended to read as follows: “Section 14. The Department Secretary, Treasurer, Judge Advocate, Chaplain, Historian, Service Officer, Safety Officer, Quartermaster, and Parliamentarian shall be appointed each year by the Department Director with the approval of the Department Executive Committee. Any appointed officer may be removed by the Department Executive Committee upon the recommendation of the Department Director. No individual shall serve more than three (3) consecutive years in the same appointed Department-level officer position within the American Legion Riders Department of California; and after completing three consecutive years in the same position, the individual must step aside for at least one (1) year before being eligible to serve again in that same position. If no qualified successor is immediately available at the conclusion of the three-year term, the sitting officer may continue to serve for no more than ninety (90) days, during which time the Department Director shall actively seek and appoint a replacement. Any service beyond the ninety-day transition period may occur as recommended by the Department Director with the approval of the Department Executive Committee, and shall remain temporary in nature.”.

Resolution 1-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article XIV Section 1.b be changed to read, “Any Chapter not complying with the provisions of Article V Section 6, Article VII Section 2 and 3, and Article X Section 2 of the Bylaws of the American Legion Riders Department of California shall be placed on Administrative Probation and not accreditable for the Department Convention until all requirements are met. Notification of any action under this Section shall be sent to both the Chapter involved and its respective Area Vice Director.”

Resolution 2-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article XIV Section 4 be amended to read, “Members of the American Legion Riders shall be suspended or expelled as provided in the Administrative Hearing Manual. Any local Chapter that has initiated a disciplinary action against an offending member under Article XIV, Section 4 of these Bylaws, will maintain jurisdiction of that member’s disciplinary process until the cause of such action is resolved, and that the member shall not transfer to any other Chapter during this process unless approved by both the losing and gaining Chapters.”

Resolution 3-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws “Article XV – Uniform” of the American Legion Riders – Department of California Bylaws be amended to read as follows: 
Section 2. a. Only members of the American Legion Riders shall wear the authorized patch of the American Legion Riders and the logo of The American Legion and only in the manner prescribed by the American Legion Riders - Department of California Uniform Handbook as ratified by The American Legion – Department of California. 
b. Any individual who is not a member of the American Legion Riders in good standing shall not be authorized or allowed to wear or display the American Legion Riders center patch or flares, or any combination of insignia that gives the appearance of membership in the American Legion Riders.
c. Chapters shall take reasonable action to prevent unauthorized wear of American Legion Riders insignia. 
d. Any back patch or flare obtained outside authorized Department ordering procedures shall be considered unauthorized for wear.”

Resolution 4-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article VIII, Section 19, be changed to read, “Resolutions shall be presented at the Chapter level for a vote for approval before being submitted to the membership at the Annual Department Convention. Resolutions passed at a Chapter meeting shall be given to the Department Secretary no later than 30 days prior to the opening of convention for posting on the American Legion Riders website for review by the Department membership. Resolutions may be presented at an Area Meeting for a vote of support if desired by the submitting Chapter.”

Resolution 5-
RESOLVED, That a new Section 16 be added to the same Article to state, Section 16. WEBMASTER: The Webmaster shall maintain and administer the official website, online platforms, and digital communication tools of the American Legion Riders – Department of California. The Webmaster shall ensure timely publication of official notices, announcements, and information authorized by the Department Director or Department Executive Committee. The Webmaster shall coordinate with the Secretary, Historian, and Membership Officer to maintain accurate, accessible, and secure digital records and information. The Webmaster shall also perform such other duties as assigned by the Director, provided there is no conflict with these Bylaws.”; and be it finally RESOLVED the current Section 16 be renumbered to Section 17.

Resolution 8-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, The statement, “If no Chapter within the designated Areas is able to host in a given year, the Department Executive Committee may authorize an alternate host Chapter from any Area within the Department thereby suspending the rotation for that year only as necessary to ensure the Convention is held.”

Resolution 9-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, The statement, “If no Chapter within the designated Areas is able to host in a given year, the Department Executive Committee may authorize an alternate host Chapter from any Area within the Department thereby suspending the rotation for that year only as necessary to ensure the Rally is held.” be added to the end of the Department of California Bylaws Article VIII, Section 17.

Resolution 10-
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article XI, Section 1, the third sentence be changed to read, “Each committee member shall serve a term of up to three (3) years, or until a successor is appointed.”; and be it also RESOLVED, That Article XI, Section 2 be struck from the Bylaws; and be it finally RESOLVED, that the remaining Sections be numbered accordingly.




Mileage Awards
Area 1 Chapter 673- 20,141 miles
Area 2 Chapter 69- 5,266 miles
Area 3 Chapter 18- 23,631 miles
Area 4 Chapter 61- 3332 miles
Area 5 Chapter 574- 17,416 miles
Area 6 Chapter 311- 16,864 miles
Ch 311 questioned the miles. It was looked up and they still had the highest miles.

Nomination of Candidates for Executive Officers 
· Director- 
Ralph Wenzinger-accepted
· Vice Director 
Jeff Carson-accepted
Cris Molina-accepted
· Sergeant-at-Arms
Cory Wattenbarger-accepted
Gustie Compton-declined


Announcements 

Benediction Chaplain Robert Lassotovoch

CONVENTION IN RECESS at 2:55pm TO SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026 AT 0830 HOURS


Sunday, April 19, 2026

AGENDA

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	Convention Reconvenes @ 8:32am

Oldest Rider
Bill Prough chapter 26 87 years old

Youngest Rider
Josh Borman Chapter 3 31 years old

Farthest Miles Rode to Convention
Martin Glenn Chapter 92 719 miles

Shortest Miles Rode to Convention 
Chris Wietecha Chapter 299 2.9 miles



Most Valuable Riders
Area 1 Chuck Cobb Chapter 95
Area 2 Greg martin district 28
Area 3 Stephen nance Chapter 88
Area 4 Milan Morgan Chapter 61
Area 5 Mike Yirka Chapter 574
Area 6 Glenn Clark Chapter 43

Resolutions/Amendments to By-Laws

· Introduction of Amendments 
Article 8 section 9 needs to be renumbered.
Article 8 sections 11 & 12 need to be renumbered.
Article 12 will be removed as we no longer have a Past Presidents/Directors Club. Needs renumbering.

· 2nd reading of and voting on Resolutions 
Mick explained the rules. Resolutions need a 2/3 vote of delegates to pass.
Mick moved that debate on each resolution be limited to 10 minutes. 2nd by martin glenn. Passed by voice vote of delegates.

Resolution 7-Passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, the American Legion Riders Department of California Bylaws Article VIII, Section 13 be changed to state, “All elections at Department Convention shall be by roll call. Each Chapter reporting the total votes cast for each candidate by the delegates of the Chapter that are present and voting. In the case of an unopposed candidate, or by unanimous consent of the Convention delegates, election may be declared by acclamation by the Department Director or the Convention Chair.”

Resolution 6-Passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, the American Legion Riders Department of California Bylaws Article V have a Section 7 added to state, “Section 7. Finances of the Chapter will be held in an account with an accredited financial institution within the local area of (City/Post). Signatures on the account should include the Treasurer and at least one of the following officers, Director, Vice-Director, or Secretary, and shall contain two (2) Post-appointed signers in accordance with American Legion rules for subordinate organizations. Signatures of two (2) authorized signers will be required to disburse funds.”

Resolution 11-Motion to pass resolution 11 by Michelle Wattenbarger. 2nd by Bruce Lippmann. Motion failed. Yes-51, no 81.
RESOLVED By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, the American Legion Riders Department of California Bylaws Article VII Section 14 be amended to read as follows: “Section 14. The Department Secretary, Treasurer, Judge Advocate, Chaplain, Historian, Service Officer, Safety Officer, Quartermaster, and Parliamentarian shall be appointed each year by the Department Director with the approval of the Department Executive Committee. Any appointed officer may be removed by the Department Executive Committee upon the recommendation of the Department Director. No individual shall serve more than three (3) consecutive years in the same appointed Department-level officer position within the American Legion Riders Department of California; and after completing three consecutive years in the same position, the individual must step aside for at least one (1) year before being eligible to serve again in that same position. If no qualified successor is immediately available at the conclusion of the three-year term, the sitting officer may continue to serve for no more than ninety (90) days, during which time the Department Director shall actively seek and appoint a replacement. Any service beyond the ninety-day transition period may occur as recommended by the Department Director with the approval of the Department Executive Committee, and shall remain temporary in nature.”.

Resolution 1- Passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article XIV Section 1.b be changed to read, “Any Chapter not complying with the provisions of Article V Section 6, Article VII Section 2 and 3, and Article X Section 2 of the Bylaws of the American Legion Riders Department of California shall be placed on Administrative Probation and not accreditable for the Department Convention until all requirements are met. Notification of any action under this Section shall be sent to both the Chapter involved and its respective Area Vice Director.”

Resolution 2-passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article XIV Section 4 be amended to read, “Members of the American Legion Riders shall be suspended or expelled as provided in the Administrative Hearing Manual. Any local Chapter that has initiated a disciplinary action against an offending member under Article XIV, Section 4 of these Bylaws, will maintain jurisdiction of that member’s disciplinary process until the cause of such action is resolved, and that the member shall not transfer to any other Chapter during this process unless approved by both the losing and gaining Chapters.”

Resolution 3-Motion to table resolution 3 and send back to committee by Cory Wattenbarger. 2nd by Michael Hjelmstad. Hand vote was taken. 94 yes, 36 no. Resolution 3 sent back to committee.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws “Article XV – Uniform” of the American Legion Riders – Department of California Bylaws be amended to read as follows: 
Section 2. a. Only members of the American Legion Riders shall wear the authorized patch of the American Legion Riders and the logo of The American Legion and only in the manner prescribed by the American Legion Riders - Department of California Uniform Handbook as ratified by The American Legion – Department of California. 
b. Any individual who is not a member of the American Legion Riders in good standing shall not be authorized or allowed to wear or display the American Legion Riders center patch or flares, or any combination of insignia that gives the appearance of membership in the American Legion Riders.
c. Chapters shall take reasonable action to prevent unauthorized wear of American Legion Riders insignia. 
d. Any back patch or flare obtained outside authorized Department ordering procedures shall be considered unauthorized for wear.”

Resolution 4-Passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article VIII, Section 19, be changed to read, “Resolutions shall be presented at the Chapter level for a vote for approval before being submitted to the membership at the Annual Department Convention. Resolutions passed at a Chapter meeting shall be given to the Department Secretary no later than 30 days prior to the opening of convention for posting on the American Legion Riders website for review by the Department membership. Resolutions may be presented at an Area Meeting for a vote of support if desired by the submitting Chapter.”



Resolution 5-Passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, That a new Section 16 be added to the same Article to state, Section 16. WEBMASTER: The Webmaster shall maintain and administer the official website, online platforms, and digital communication tools of the American Legion Riders – Department of California. The Webmaster shall ensure timely publication of official notices, announcements, and information authorized by the Department Director or Department Executive Committee. The Webmaster shall coordinate with the Secretary, Historian, and Membership Officer to maintain accurate, accessible, and secure digital records and information. The Webmaster shall also perform such other duties as assigned by the Director, provided there is no conflict with these Bylaws.”; and be it finally RESOLVED the current Section 16 be renumbered to Section 17.

Resolution 8-passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, The statement, “If no Chapter within the designated Areas is able to host in a given year, the Department Executive Committee may authorize an alternate host Chapter from any Area within the Department thereby suspending the rotation for that year only as necessary to ensure the Convention is held.”

Resolution 9-passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, The statement, “If no Chapter within the designated Areas is able to host in a given year, the Department Executive Committee may authorize an alternate host Chapter from any Area within the Department thereby suspending the rotation for that year only as necessary to ensure the Rally is held.” be added to the end of the Department of California Bylaws Article VIII, Section 17.

Resolution 10-motion to table and send back to committee by Gustie Compton. 2nd by Michelle Wattenbarger. Motion failed by negative majority voice vote of delegates.
Resolution passed by majority voice vote of delegates.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Riders Department of California at the Department Convention in Norco, California, on April 18-19, 2026, that the Department of California American Legion Riders Bylaws Article XI, Section 1, the third sentence be changed to read, “Each committee member shall serve a term of up to three (3) years, or until a successor is appointed.”; and be it also RESOLVED, That Article XI, Section 2 be struck from the Bylaws; and be it finally RESOLVED, that the remaining Sections be numbered accordingly.

Bank/Paypal Report

As of April 16, 2026
WF beginning bank balance    	 $44,026.79
Debits				           +$0.36	 
Credits			                      - $1,909.97
WF ending balance		 	$4,2117.18			 
PayPal current		          +$10,034.62
--------------------------------------------------------
Ending total balance	                      =$52,151.80
California Legacy Run 	           -$7,136.83
--------------------------------------------------------
Operational funds		          =$45,014.97

	Bank debits = monthly interest 
Bank credits = monthly clr website fee, microphone holder, clr t shirts, po box renewal

	PayPal debits = QM store payments, clr registrations, po box reimbursement donation, 
PayPal credits = none

Upcoming credits through April 2026=convention reimbursements possibly up to $13,772.28, Brentwood Embroidery payment, Emblem Sales payment.

QM last year -$10,000 in the red.
This year so far-$7,907.79 in the green with expected invoices from Brentwood embroidery and Emblem sales by the end of the month. A few items in the quartermaster store will need to be restocked in May.

26-27 ALRDOC proposed budget

	light green=no change

	peach=decrease in amount

	yellow=new line item

	green=reserve




	 
	 2025-2026 Budget 
	 2026-2027 budget 

	Zoom 3381
	$500.00 
	$500.00 

	Director Fund 3357
	$3,000.00 
	$1,416.00 

	Vice D 3358
	$2,500.00 
	$1,416.00 

	JAG  3359
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Secretary  3360
	$1,000.00 
	$500.00 

	Treasurer  3361
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Jr Past President  3362
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Chaplain  3363
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Parliamentarian  3382
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Historian  3398
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Area 1 Vice D 3390
	$750.00 
	$500.00 

	Area 2 Vice D  3391
	$750.00 
	$500.00 

	Area 3 Vice D  3392
	$750.00 
	$500.00 

	Area 4 Vice D  3393
	$750.00 
	$500.00 

	Area 5 Vice D  3394
	$750.00 
	$500.00 

	Area 6 Vice D  3395
	$750.00 
	$500.00 

	Sgt. At Arms  3365
	$1,500.00 
	$1,416.00 

	Membership Officer 3366
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Safety Officer  3399
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Service Officer  3400
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Quartermaster 3367
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	WebMaster 3401
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Awards & Recognition 3390 convention call in only
	 
	$175.00 

	convention chair  3369 convention call in only
	 
	$175.00 

	Ways & Means 3392 convention call in only
	 
	$175.00 

	QM Merchandise Payments  3368
	$250.00 
	$1.00 

	Convention Chair  3369
	$500.00 
	$300.00 

	Convention Seed  3370
	$4,000.00 
	$4,000.00 

	Rally Seed 3371
	$2,000.00 
	$2,000.00 

	Office Supplies/Chaplain supplies 3372
	$1,000.00 
	$500.00 

	Director Rally Call in 3373
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Vice D Rally Call in 3402
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	JAG  Rally Call in 3403
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Secretary Rally Call in 3404
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Treasurer  Rally Call in 3405
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Jr Past President  Rally Call in 3406
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Chaplain  Rally Call in 3407
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Parliamentarian  Rally Call in 3408
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Historian  Rally Call in 3409
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Area 1 Vice D  Rally Call in 3410
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Area 2 Vice D  Rally Call in 3411
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Area 3 Vice D  Rally Call in 3412
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Area 4 Vice D  Rally Call in 3413
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Area 5 Vice D  Rally Call in 3414
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Area 6 Vice D Rally Call in 3415
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Sgt. At Arms  Rally Call in 3416
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Membership Officer Rally Call in 3417
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Safety Officer Rally Call in 3418
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Service Officer Rally Call in 3419
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Quartermaster Rally Call in 3420
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Web Master Rally Call in  3421
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Conv & rally chair call in 3423
	$300.00 
	$175.00

	Motorcycle safety training clinics 3422
	$2,000.00 
	$1,000.00 

	Web Site  3374
	$10,000.00 
	$2,500.00 

	Legacy Run  3375
	$9,016.00 
	$1,400.00 

	Award, Plaques & Flags and Poles  3376
	$400.00 
	$400.00 

	Returned checks  3377
	$25.00 
	$25.00 

	ALR DOC D&O Insurance  3378
	$1,000.00 
	$1,000.00 

	Emergency Relief Fund  3379
	$2,500.00 
	$0.00 

	Donations VA & R or other 3380
	$2,500.00 
	$0.00 

	Legacy Run Donation  3384
	$2,500.00 
	$0.00 

	Bank fee 3387
	$0.00 
	$0.00 

	misc payment 3388
	$0.00 
	$0.00 

	monthly deposit to savings account $25 3389
	$0.00 
	$300.00 

	TOTAL
	 $            62,791.00 
	$29,349.00 

	Management Reserve
	 $            47,926.25 
	 $                   776.00 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 Total 
	 

	Per Capita ($15)  3350
	 $                            -   
	 

	Delegate Dues ($10)  3351 ($15) in 26-27
	 $                            -   
	 

	New Chapters ($50)  3352 ($15 per member at charter)
	 $                            -   
	 

	Quartermaster Merchandise income  3353
	 
	 

	Donation VA&R Received  3354
	 $                            -   
	 

	Donation Legacy Run Received  3355
	 $                            -   
	 

	Bank Refunds  3356
	 $                            -   
	 

	Bank interest 3385
	 $                            -   
	 

	misc income 3386
	 $                            -   
	 

	Savings account income 3390
	 $                            -   
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	25-26
	26-27

	estimated income
	 $    28,590.00 
	 $    29,825.00 

	from delegate fees/per capita/new chapters
	($34,210.00)
	balanced



· Vote on Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget

There were questions about several items on the budget.
Motion to accept the 26-27 budget as presented by Debbie Proffitt. 2nd by Jeff Carson. Passed by majority voice vote of delegates.

Convention and Rally Future Locations 
· Convention 2028 Location Voting (Areas 4, 5, 6)

Mike Yirka presented a proposal for Area 5 Chapter 574 Moreno Valley to host the 2028 ALRDEC convention at a hanger on march Air Reserve Base Museum. 
Discussion was had. Chapter 574 has the support of their Chapter and Post. 
Proposal for holding the 2028 ALRDEC convention at the March air Reserve base Museum hosted by Area 5 Chapter 574 Moreno Valley passed by majority voice vote.

· Rally 2028 Location Voting (Areas 1, 2, 3)

No chapters have indicated interest yet.






2nd Nomination of Candidates for Executive Officers 
· Director
Ralph Wenzinger
Jeff Carson
No other nominations

· Vice Director
Jeff Carson-declined the nomination.
Cris Molina
No other nominations

· Sergeant-at-Arms
Cory Wattenbarger
No other nominations

Candidates for Executive Officers Address to Delegates as needed 

				Election of Executive Officers
· Director
A chapter-by-chapter delegate vote was taken.
Jeff Carson-54 votes
Ralph Wenzinger-84 votes
· Vice Director
Cris Molina by acclimation vote of the delegates.
· Sergeant-at-Arms
Cory Wattenbarger by acclimation vote of the delegates.

Installation of New Officers 
                   By National American Legion Vice Commander Benjamin Headen

New Officers Take Positions

Remarks from New Officers

Officer reports will be an attachment

Good of the American Legion Riders 
Debbie-thank you all. You have brought in over 900 stuffed animals.
Don’t forget to put your lanyards in the boxes as you leave.
The winning ticket for the California Legacy Run quilt was pulled.

Benediction Chaplain Robert Lassotovich

Adjournment @ 12:41pm


SAFE TRAVELS HOME AND THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

(ALRDEC will meet ½ hour after closing ceremony)
At the Tru Hotel
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